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Vision Statement 
We are a Christ centered community, 

joyfully making a difference by…. 
Worshipping, Loving, Welcoming, Including, Supporting 

 

FROM THE RECTOR 
It’s January 2017!  It seems that after a long period of warmth, winter has finally arrived. Christmastide will 
soon be over and the New Year is beginning. January marks the beginning of a new year and a time to move 
forward in mission and ministry at St. Andrew’s.  
 
A New Year brings with it new opportunities and challenges. At St. Andrew’s this means that we have entered 
into a period of stability. When I first arrived at St. Andrew’s we were running a huge cash flow deficit as the 
church was burdened, along with the rest of the country, in a profound recession and a huge debt on a 
renovation project completed the year before. Those days are now behind us. Our debt is completely paid off 
and our financial position is sound and secure thanks to the generosity of all of you.  
 
We’ve also been able to accomplish one of our long term goals in the calling of Diane Pike to be our associate 
rector. She’s been a great addition and adds to the diversity of styles present in our parish. Now that we have 
accomplished many of our goals, the temptation is to glide for a while. But as in any parish, there is always 
work to be done, areas to improve, and building maintenance to be accomplished. During the coming year, I 
hope we can begin to work on some deferred maintenance issues to keep our parish in good repair. We will 
also need to continue to work on not only welcoming newcomers, but incorporating newcomers into the life of 
the parish. This is ongoing work that cannot be ignored. 
 
For myself, I will be taking my first sabbatical in over twenty-five years of ordained ministry. Generally, priests 
take a sabbatical about once every seven years, but I have never been able to take one until this time. This 
summer, from approximately June through August (three months), I will be away from the parish to recharge 
and to reflect and come back to the parish with renewed vigor. My tentative plan is to spend some intentional 
time at a monastery in a silent retreat, take some continuing education classes at a seminary, and take some 
general vacation. Diane will handle the day to day routine of the parish during the summer and is already 
making plans to have some guest preachers during my time away. I’ll speak more of my plans for a sabbatical 
as they take final form. 
 
Changing subjects, a reminder that our annual parish meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22nd at noon.  
The meeting begins with a potluck meal, followed by reports, elections, and going over the budget for the 
coming year.  We ended the last fiscal year with a surplus thanks to your generous giving and this year’s 
budget is in good shape.  I thank each of you for your generosity and ask you to keep it up! This will be Andy 
Hawekotte’s last year as senior warden, and I thank him for serving on vestry in one capacity or another ever 
since I have arrived at St. Andrew’s. He’s been an invaluable asset to me! Nancy Ponec is my choice for the 
new incoming senior warden, and I know she will do a great job! 
 
What a great parish we have, blessed with children, youth, young adults, middle aged adults and those who 
are “well-seasoned”! Continue to pray for our parish and pray about how God is calling you to be involved in 
the mission and ministry of this parish.  Your contribution, no matter how large or small, will go a long way 
toward our parish continuing to be the viable and vibrant parish that makes St. Andrew’s such a great place to 
call home. Thank you for being a part of this parish home we call St. Andrew’s! 
 

Fr. John+ 

 
 



MINISTRY NEWS 
 

BIBLE STUDY-GENESIS 
The Bible Study on Genesis led by Rev. Diane is continuing on Monday evenings, beginning January 9 at 7pm 
(with the exception of Jan. 16.  We will not meet that day) and Tuesday mornings, beginning January 10 at 
10am.  Check the Weekly Bulletin to see what chapters we are currently studying and join us at any time. 
 

ANGELS AMONG US:  A Thank you from the Altar Guild 
The mission of the Altar Guild is “to assure an orderly setting so that clergy and parishioners can worship with 
ease.”  This would be impossible without the diligence of Altar Guild members along with the many “Friends of 
the Altar Guild” who provide assistance.  Thank you to Altar Guild members and “Friends of the Altar Guild” 
who have helped to fulfill this mission throughout 2016 and especially during the Advent and Christmas 
seasons.  Special thanks to St. Andrew's "wine angels." Due to their generosity, St. Andrew's is supplied with 
all of its communion wine. 
 
ALTAR GUILD DATES  
The Altar Guild will meet on Wednesday, January 4, at 9:30 in the chapel followed by the meeting in the 
conference room. 
 
The Altar Guild and the Nearly New Shop share coffee duty on Sunday, January 8.  Altar Guild members and 
Nearly New Shop volunteers are asked to help with this by bringing “treats,” by serving as hostesses, or by 
helping with the clean-up. We are especially in need of help with setting up and serving before and after 
the 10:30 service and with cleaning-up after the 10:30 service. 
 
WEEKLY PLEDGE ENVELOPES 
If you would like a set of weekly pledge envelopes for 2017, there are some located at the back of the chapel 
and in the Nave. 
 
2017 COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 
The 2017 Coffee hour schedule is posted in Engle Hall’s kitchen.  Please look and see when your ministry 
group is scheduled. 
 

CHOIR HONORS LONGTIME MEMBER, 
ROGER MACNEILL 
On Sunday, December 18th, following their 
annual Christmas caroling to members of 
the congregation who are homebound 
and/or in assisted living, the choir gathered 
at the home of Bert VanBlerk for a 
sumptuous meal of roast beef, trout and 
roasted potatoes and vegetables.  There 
was great revelry and fellowship. 
 
Longtime choir member, Roger MacNeill 
was honored at the event for his 60 years 
of work and ministry in choral music as a 
professor, church musician, and choir 
member.  Roger has been a faithful 
member of the choir of St. Andrew's since 
retiring to Omaha.  A history of Roger's 
work and musicianship is shared below. 

 
Please join with the choir in thanking Roger for his many years of music ministry and professional music 
education. 
 
Dr. Roger MacNeill’s Choral Music History  
 



Roger was born in Edgemont, South Dakota to his mother, Maude Weatherford MacNeill, a singer and high 
school choir director, and father John who was a railroader.  
 
After graduating from Cornell College in Iowa, Maude moved to Edgemont, South Dakota to teach music. She 
was the one who instilled a love of singing in Roger and his brother John, by singing with them and 
participating in singing groups. She served as an example of love of the choral art and was dedicated to 
excellence.  
 
After moving to Alliance, NE when he was in the 5th grade, Roger joined the brass section of the beginning 
band as a cornet player. He continued in band through high school and participated in any and all singing 
opportunities like: barbershop quartet, small groups, choir and the choir at the Presbyterian church. He credits 
the late Dr. Al Blinde as being responsible for inspiring him to attend Hastings College as a vocal music major. 
While at Hastings, he continued to participate in the touring choir and the First Presbyterian church choir.  
 
Graduating from Hastings in 1962, Roger stayed in Nebraska and moved to O’Neill to begin his teaching 
career. In O’Neill, he taught vocal music, K-12 and soon found himself directing the local Presbyterian church 
choir.  
 
Two years later, Roger applied to the Oberlin College graduate program for choral conducting. When that 
program was closed, (Rumor is that Roger’s application put fear in the graduate choral department so much 
that it was never reinstated!)  Roger returned to Hastings College as an admissions counselor where he met, 
but never dated, the young and lovely Loree Higgins! He returned to singing, when available, in the First 
Presbyterian church choir. 
That summer, he attended a Robert Shaw workshop in Detroit which culminated with a performance of 
Brahms's “German Requiem.”  
 
In 1965, Roger headed south to study choral conducting with Lloyd Pfautsch at Southern Methodist University, 
where he attained both the Master of Arts in Choral Conducting and the Master of Music Education degrees. 
While in Dallas, he sang in campus choirs and worked as a hired soloist with the First Methodist Church choir.  
 
Boulder County schools in Colorado was Roger’s next stop. There he taught vocal music 7-12, formed and 
directed small groups and directed both the middle and high school choirs. He attained a position in the Classic 
Chorale under the direction of Jerry Lipinski.  The important part of his time in Colorado was that in February, 
1968, he met and finally dated the lovely Loree Higgins - six weeks later he proposed, and Roger and Loree 
were married in August of that year.  
 
The newly married MacNeills moved to Council Bluffs, where Roger was choral director at Thomas Jefferson 
High School. Roger kept himself quite busy with sophomore choirs, barbershop quartets, men’s and women’s 
glees, madrigal chorus and concert choir. He offered voice lessons, was a soloist with the Council Bluffs 
Community chorus, under the direction off Carol Bean, and participated in the Grace Presbyterian church 
choir, under the direction of Loree MacNeill. While singing in the tenor section, with another strong musician, 
he developed the skill to sing every other note! He was active in in Iowa Music Educators and the Iowa Choral 
Director’s Association. In the summers he attended Choral Director’s events, including workshops with Paul 
Salomunovich, who had been chorus master for the Roger Wagner Chorale.  
 
Ten years later, Roger enrolled in the graduate program and the University of Northern Colorado to pursue a 
Doctorate in Choral Conducting. While in Greeley, Roger was an active member in the Concert Choir and the 
Opera Chorus He participated and directed several university chamber groups, sang in the Methodist church 
choir and directed the choir at First Congregational church.  
 
In 1980, Roger accepted the position of Director of Choirs at Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, South 
Dakota. In addition to two college choirs, he taught music theory, music history, voice and conducting. In 
addition, he directed the First Methodist Church Choir, the Catholic church choir, the community chorus and 
the community madrigal and on Christmas, also sang in the Episcopal church service for the aforementioned 
wife.   
 



In 1982, Roger returned to his home region in western Nebraska, where he accepted the choral position at 
Chadron State College. While there, he directed the choir, show choir taught voice, pedagogy, choral 
conducting and other classes. In the late 1980’s Roger became fascinated with Vocal Jazz and with two 
students, went to Iowa for extended vocal jazz training. The result was the creation of a jazz ensemble that 
performed well with the judges at jazz festivals. He participated in the Congregational Church choir, later 
becoming the director, and then joined the Episcopal Choir as a tenor - this time his wife insisted that he sing 
all the notes! He also directed the Chadron Community Chorus, in which he directed former Bishop James 
Krotz and his wife Phyllis! He became very active in the Nebraska Music Educators and the Nebraska Choral 
Directors association. For many years, Roger reviewed choral music for the Music Educator’s Journal and 
edited the NE Choral Director’s journal. He filled several positions with National Choral Director’s Association 
(NCDA), and also served as President. Upon retirement, Roger received the Cornell Runestad award for his 
many years of outstanding service to choral music in Nebraska. Oh yes, amongst his other activities he did 
finish his graduate study, and was awarded the DR.  
 
When Roger and Loree retired to the Omaha area, he became a member of the St. Andrew’s Church choir, 
where he participated for six years. He has expressed his gratitude for the opportunity to sing under the 
inspiring leadership of Dr. Michael Bauer and with fellow tenors, Dr. Eric Manley and Ken West. It was due to 
the generous support of Eric and Ken that he was able to keep vocally active. His devotion to choral music has 
been a lifetime passion and he has been an active participant in church music for 60 of his 76 years.   
 
 

 

FUN CLUB NEWS 
 

Friday, January 13th – Book Swap 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
This is a great opportunity to share a couple of your favorite books with another member of the St. Andrew’s 
Congregation…kids too!  Festive refreshments will be provided for this fun event.  Bring TWO BOOKS you 
want to swap…two only, please.  Come early for the best selection. 
 

 
 

OUTREACH NEWS 
 
SAY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION DAY 
“…It doesn't matter to me who's to blame. I just wish somebody would fix it.” ~ Tim McMillian, Georgia 
Police Officer 
 

One thing Lauren & I (Steve) accepted in Youth Group, was the youth's connection to the world through their 
technology. Almost every one of our kids in SAY uses some form of social media such as Facebook, 
Snapchat, Instagram, and YouTube to name a few. After we began using this opportunity for discussion, we 
found an opportunity for both our youth, and its leaders to learn from the different generations. 

Friday, January 

13th 

 

BOOK SWAP 

 
7:00 pm – 9:00 

pm 

Bring no more than 

two of your favorite 

books to swap with 

another member of 

the congregation. 

 

Festive refreshments 

will be served.  

Come early for the 

best selection! 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=open+book+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=B8761E28CF4C841962F6693B966DC4DB9D5138BC&selectedIndex=27&ccid=a4VrwY5e&simid=608029351600456333&thid=OIP.M6b856bc18e5e48e0a695a9534e79254bH0


 

This year, as I have been trying to stay current on social media for conversational content, most of what was 
showing on my news feeds, and a large amount of what I found in searches and user posted content, was 
horrible. That was however, until I had the following news post from a police officer in Georgia show up on my 
Facebook feed… 
 

 

Shlomoh Melech – Tim McMillian 

October 1 at 8:04am ·  
 

“I pulled a car over last night for texting and driving. When I went to talk to the driver, I found 
a young black male, who was looking at me like he was absolutely terrified with his hands 
up. He said, "What do you want me to do officer?" His voice was quivering. He was 
genuinely scared.  
 

I just looked at him for a moment, because what I was seeing made me sad. I said, "I just 
don't want you to get hurt."  

 

In which he replied, with his voice still shaking, "Do you want me to get out of the car."  
 

I said, "No, I don't want you to text and drive. I don't want you to get in a wreck. I want your mom to always 
have her baby boy. I want you to grow up and be somebody. I don't even want to write you a ticket. Just please 
pay attention, and put the phone down. I just don't want you to get hurt." 
 

I truly don't even care whose fault it is that young man was so scared to have a police officer at his window. 
Blame the media, blame bad cops, blame protestors, or Colin Kaepernick if you want. It doesn't matter to me 
who's to blame. I just wish somebody would fix it.” 
 

The officer’s post had only received just over 100,000 views at the time the story was published five days after 
the post was published by the officer. Today, the story has received over 215,000 likes.  
 

This story made me stop and think about all of the Youth Group kids we have been involved with both past and 
present. I thought about the possibility of how easily one of them could have been found in this same type of 
situation. I was extremely glad the officer who posted this experience read the situation as he did. I am glad the 
young man was smart enough to not create a situation, but his fear of the officer is what I can’t shake.  
 

With social media focusing on the negative so much because it is what everyone wants to see, we quickly & 
easily lose sight of the positive. Acts of violence, aggression, hate, discrimination, and more are ready to fill 
your screen when you open Facebook or other social media. Something needs to change. 
 

Law Enforcement Appreciation Day is celebrated every year on January 9. I told Lauren that I wanted our 
youth to do something special to show support for our law enforcement. Lauren told me she served meals to 
our officers to honor them for their service to our community at All Saints growing up.  
 

On Saturday, January 7, beginning service to officers at 5 am and going until 10 am, St. Andrew’s will host a 
pancake and sausage breakfast for the Southeast and Southwest precincts for the Omaha Police Department. 
This event will be hosted by our youth. We hope to have volunteers from the church to help with cooking and 
other tasks as well. Our youth are looking forward to serving our officers.  
 

Real positive change always starts with an idea, no matter how simple or complex, but the idea has to be 
followed with action. We hope to remind our youth that even though there is a lot of ugly in the world, we can 
choose to make our part of the world as beautiful as God intended it to be. 
 
DEAN FRICKE FOOD PANTRY 
The current most urgent needs for the Food Pantry are soup and cereal.  We appreciate receiving the 
grocery sacks but please be advised that we need the large brown bags from places like Bakers, Hy-
Vee etc.  The ones from Trader Joe’s are not tall enough for all that we need to put in them. The 
shopping cart by the office has donation envelopes available in the “child seat” area for those who prefer 
donating funds.   Thanks again, Tim and Noreen.  
 
 
 



POP TABS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
We are collecting the aluminum tabs from aluminum cans again.  Please save these, bring them with you to 
church, and place them in the jar in Engle Hall.  These will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House in 
memory of Lou Gates. 
  
 
FROM THE DESK 

This month I have some personal news to share.  On Christmas Eve, I became 
engaged to Shane Rhian, and we will be married sometime in 2017.  I hope 
everyone had a wonderful Christmas and that your 2017 is full of love and laughter. 

Articles for the next edition of the Greeter are due Tuesday, January 
24.  Thanks, Erin Sloan 
 

 

 

JANUARY Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Eric Manley  1/1 Tish Walker-Halstead 1/2 
 
Joyce Rickard  1/3 Todd Engle  1/4 
 
Sharon Kryger  1/4 Rhonda Markoff  1/6 
 
Will Gray  1/7 Marina Gray  1/8 
 
Ellie Palmer  1/11 NatalieJean Ahrens 1/13  
 
Karen Conrad  1/13 Lisa Moritz  1/13   
 
Audrey Coonce 1/14 Hannah Coonce  1/14  Travis Williams 1/14   
 
Fred Gottschalk 1/15 Monty Halstead 1/15  Meg Dodge  1/16   
 
Lauren White  1/16 William Cosgrove 1/17  Amaris Freed  1/19   
 
Joseph Hill  1/21 Debbie Daisley 1/22  Janice Nelson  1/22   
 
Wayne Culp  1/23 Russ Krieger  1/24  Abby Wiseman 1/26   
 
Audrey Wiseman 1/26 Karen Ekholm  1/27  Julia Brown  1/30   
 
Elizabeth Lipschultz 1/31  

 
Michael and Theresa Huss    1/4   Rick and Janeen Kollar 1/7 
 
Steve and Darlene Gottschalk  1/8   Dan and Becky Spencer 1/12 
 
John and Elizabeth Hallgren    1/13    Mike and Alice Spence 1/17 
 
Jonathan and Lea Gray    1/18    Keith and Jackie Ross 1/31   
 
 
 
 



 

Ministry Schedule  

 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 February 5 

Acolytes      

9:00 Taryn Smith Ian Haakinson 
 

Anna Kay 
Sitzman 
 

TBD 
 

TBD 

10:30 Jim Hallgren 
 

James Henry 
 

Eleanor Dodge 
John Dodge 
 

TBD 
 
 

TBD 

Altar Guild      

S Sue Hillman Polly Goecke Terrie Saunders Adah Earle Carolyn 
Curtis/Jane 
Hoover 

E Susie Trupp Karen Ekholm Liz Bourne Susie Trupp Gretchen 
Gottschalk 

L Jan Buhr Aileen Henry Aileen Henry Jan Buhr Mina 
Witherspoon/Mary 
Schreiber 

Healing 
Prayer 

     

7:45 Lois Westfall Lois Westfall Lois Westfall Lois Westfall Lois Westfall 

9:00 Andy 
Hawekotte/ 
Jamie Baker 

Andy 
Hawekotte/ 
Karen Ekholm 

Lance Baker/ 
Nancy Ponec 

Karen Ekholm/ 
Andy Hawekote 

Jamie Baker/Andy 
Hawekotte 

10:30 Janice Nelson Janice Nelson Janice Nelson Janice Nelson Janice Nelson 

Lay Readers      

7:45 Lois Westfall Keith Ross Lois Westfall Jordan Hankins Lois Westfall 

9:00 Karen Conrad 
Cathy Rife 

Beth Summers 
Anna Kay 
Sitzman 

Taryn Smith 
Fred Gottschalk 

Dan Sitzman & 
Kim Hawekotte 
 

Camille Culp 
Sharon Kryger 

10:30 Lee Hammond 
Benji Pettiford 
 
 

Tara O’Shea 
Ken West 
 

Elizabeth Hallgren 
Andy Ketterson 
 
 
 

Benji Pettiford 
Kelly Bourne 
 

Bert Van Blerk 
Lee Hammond 

Ushers      

7:45 John Mabry John Mabry John Mabry John Mabry John Mabry 

9:00 Don Peeler  
Barb Jackson 

Kim Johansen 
Liz Orrick 
Karen 
Quintana 

Shaun Rife 
Susan Menter 

Steve and 
Lauren White 

Linda Kay-
Einerson  
Burke Smith 

10:30 James 
Schreiber, D.J. 
O’Shea, Scott 
Nelson 

Lee 
Hammond, 
D.J. O’Shea, 
Ron Dunic 

James Schreiber, 
Dave Gambal, 
Scott Nelson 

Charley and 
Nancy Pugsley, 
Dave Gambal 

Lee Hammond, 
D.J. O’Shea, Ron 
Dunic 

Greeters      

7:45 John Mabry Laraine Crane John Mabry Laraine Crane John Mabry 

9:00 Lisa Aguilar Tom and Jean 
Sitzman 

Todd and Cathy 
Engle 

Barb Jackson Camille Culp 

10:30 TBD Janice Nelson Lisa Hammond Anne Gambal Lisa Hammond 

 

       
 
 

Altar Guild 
Nearly New 
Shop  

Vestry  
Finance 
 
 

Parish Life 
Greeters 

Caring 
Community 
Daughters of 
the King 

Lay Readers 
Liturgy Team 

                               



2017 Poinsettia Donations: 
Thank you to everyone that sponsored poinsettias.  Anonymous in honor of 
Daughters, Sons, and Grandchildren; Cheryl Baumgartner in honor of 
grandchildren; Rick and Molly Brady in honor of the Richard Brady family; Ray 
and Jan Buhr in memory of Marvin and LaVonne Benker, Jeff Buhr, & Greg 
Benker; Dan, Dana, Audrey, & Hannah Coonce in honor of their friends and 
family and in memory of Mary Coonce, Loren Weisser, & Gayle Taylor; John and 
Carolyn Curtis in honor of Chad Curtis; Stu and Dari Dornan and family in 
memory of Harry, Virginia, Suzanne Dornan, & Charles Row; Todd and Cathy 
Engle in honor of Joe Engle and in memory of Mike Engle & Jerry and Ruby Wilson; Phyllis Gabelhause in 
memory of Bob & Bobby Gabelhause; Pat Gardner in memory of Jim, Chris, & Brandon Gardner; Joe and Polly 
Goecke; Fred and Gretchen Gottschalk in honor of family and extended family; Jordan and Kathy Hankins in 
honor of John Henry & Helen Virginia Stewart, children of Jeremy and Nancy Stewart and in memory of Elzie 
and Myrtle Hankins, parents of Jordan Hankins, & Ray and Helen Stasiak, parents of Kathy Stasiak Hankins; 
Peter and Joan Hill in memory of their son, Jim Hill; Bob Jones in memory of Carol and additional loved ones; 
Rev Steve and Dana Karcher in honor of their children, Katy and Mary, and in memory of John Conrad; Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Miller in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Barker Jr.; Liz Orrick in memory of Ann & Bill 
Mackie, Tina Chen, & Al Orrick; The Rev. Diane M. Pike in honor of her family and God’s People of St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church; Bill and Nancy Ponec in memory of Jason Ponec & Bernie and Betty Ponec; 
Charley and Nancy Pugsley in honor of their children and grandchildren and in memory of their parents; Joyce 
Rickard in memory of her husband, Ray Rickard and son, Mark Wunderlich; Keith and Jackie Ross in memory 
of Thema, George, Judy, JoAnn, Evelyn, Don, Pete, & Anthony; Jim and Terrie Saunders in memory of Al and 
Ella Rachwitz & Ralph and Margaret Saunders; John and Margaret Schaefer in honor of their children, Daniel 
& Rebekah; Jon and Jill Siner in honor of their children and their families; Dan and Anna Sitzman in honor of 
their family; Doris Sladek and family in memory of Les Sladek, Father and Grandfather; Burke, Shelly, Taryn, & 
Connor Smith in memory of Chuck Wahl; Bob and Nancy Tritsch in memory of their parents; Greg and Susie 
Trupp in honor of family; Bert Van Blerk in memory of Ingrid, Rodger and Sylvia Van Blerk; Ardie Vickery in 
memory of Helen, Elmer, & Bob; Ken and Valerie West in memory of Roger Jernstrom & Henry and Elizabeth 
West; Lois Westfall and family in memory of Dan Westfall; Mina, Mae, Rob, Zach, & C.J. in memory of Clayton 
Witherspoon; Tim and Noreen Witty in memory of loved ones that have gone before us; Sue and Brea 
Woodson in memory of Lois Roubal & Bill Woodson; and by Betty A. White in memory of family and friends 
and in honor of the baby Jesus. 
 

 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes for November 15, 2016 
 
Attending:  Jerry Boyles, Ben Bryan, Andy Hawekotte, The Rev. Diane Pike, Nancy Ponec, Shaun Rife, Jim Schreiber, The 
Rev. John Schaefer, Lois Westfall, Sue Woodson 
 
Opening Prayer:  John opened the meeting with prayer and a reflection. 
 
Approval of the Vestry meeting minutes:  
 The minutes for October were moved for approval by Shaun and seconded by Jim.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
Finance Report:  

 The finance reports for October were given, including an analysis of the causes of the negative margin which 
showed no cause for alarm.         
  

The Proposed December 2016 Budget was presented and discussed. 
 Lois moved and Shaun seconded that the December 2016 budget be accepted.  The vote was unanimous. 
  

Ginny presented the Results of the Schleissman Onken Agreed Upon Procedures analysis of our 2015 finances.  
The letter was basically a clean review with two small items noted on page 3, which Ginny explained. 



 Shaun moved and Nancy seconded that the report be accepted.  The vote was unanimous.   
 Review of the Proposed 2017 Budget, with plan for adoption at the December Vestry meeting.  All members 
were requested to review the proposed budget carefully as it is intended that all questions and objections should be 
asked and answered before that meeting. 
   
Rector Report:  New Furnaces (3) and New A/C Units (3) and a hot water heater have been installed.  The areas of the 
Nearly New Shop, the offices and the Blue Room are all now on separate thermostats and controlled independently of 
one another.  The energy savings and efficiencies should be noticeable in the years to come. 
 
 The monthly attendance figures were noted and John explained that he had discovered that the young people 
had not been counted at the 10:30 services by the ushers.  This will be changed in the future. 
 
Associate Rector Report:   Reviewed the 2017 Stewardship report.  Pledges are coming in at a good rate and we should 
be able to reach our goal.  Diane thanked Joyce Rickard for writing all the Thank You notes to those who have pledged to 
date and Eric & Sue Manley who have signed those cards and chaired the Stewardship committee. 
 
Senior Warden Report:   No report. 
 
Junior Warden Report:  Reported that she has 3 new people who have agreed to be nominated for the Vestry for three 
year terms.  
 
 She reported that the ECW members do not want new doors for the kitchen cabinets and the one bid for the 
rest of the work in the kitchen does not reduce the total bid by enough to be reasonable so she is going to seek more 
bids on the project. 
 
 Darrell Huss looked at the outside kitchen door and indicated that the only problem is that the edge of the door 
needs to be worked on with a file.  John will talk to Jim Saunders about getting this done. 
  
New Business:   

Sign off on Diocesan fair share asking.  We have received the letter from the Bishop indicating that our fair 
share for 2017 is $65,002 which is the amount included in our proposed 2017 budget.   

It was moved by Lois and seconded by Nancy that we pay the amount asked monthly over the year.  The vote 
was unanimous. 

 
One of the individuals needed to sign the letter is the Clerk, who was not able to attend this evening. 
Jim moved and Shaun seconded that Lois serve as Designated Clerk for this meeting of the Vestry.  The vote was 

unanimous.  
 
Help needed in Sunday School classrooms - Diane explained that Sarah Black has lost some of her Sunday 

School teachers and needs help some Sundays in the classrooms.  This would not be on a regular basis, only as-needed, 
and the volunteer can always decline if unable to help that day. 
 
Other new Business:  None 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
Committee Reports:  None 
 
Closing Prayer:  Andy closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ginny Winsor 

 


