
 
 
 
 
 

A Celebration of the Life of 
John Doe 

Date of Birth – Date of Death 
Service Date & Time 

 
Prelude 
 
Anthem                      Book of Common Prayer (BCP), pg. 469 
(Please stand as you are able ) 
Celebrant:  I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord;  
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;  
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.   
 
I know that my Redeemer liveth,  
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;  
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God;  
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,  
and not as a stranger.   
 
For none of us liveth to himself,  
and no man dieth to himself.   
For if we live, we live unto the Lord;  
and if we die, we die unto the Lord.   
Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.   
 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;  
even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn   “God of Grace and God of Glory”          Blue Hymnal 594 
 
Collect  
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of thy 
servant John Davis, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the 
fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy 
almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them 
according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance 
of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, 
by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 
we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other 
benefits of his passion. 
 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy 
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 
one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 
 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 
any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, 
not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; 
 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory 
be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  AMEN. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;   
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God... 
 

Communion 
All are invited to receive Holy Communion.  To receive a blessing without 

Communion, please cross your arms across your chest.  Gluten free wafers are 
available upon request. 

 
Communion Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast fed us with 
the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and hast given unto us a foretaste of thy heavenly banquet. Grant 
that this Sacrament may be unto us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of 
our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow 
nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all thy saints; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Commendation 
 
Celebrant:  Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 
People:  where sorrow and pain are no more,  
   neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant: Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; 
and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return. For so 
thou didst ordain when thou createdst me, saying, "Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return." All we go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make 
our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 
 where sorrow and pain are no more, 
 neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant: Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant 
John. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a 
lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming. Receive him into the 
arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn              “The Church’s One Foundation”      Blue Hymnal 525
                    
Dismissal 
Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 
   
 

Please make any donations in memory of John  
to St, Andrew’s Episcopal Church. 

 

PICTURE 

(OPTIONAL) 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
A Reading from the Book of Wisdom [3:1-5, 9]          
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever 
touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their 
departure was thought to be a disaster,  and their going from us to be their 
destruction; but they are at peace.  
 For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;  those who trust in 
him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, 
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect.  
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
   
Psalm 121            
I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
   from where will my help come?  
My help comes from the Lord, 
   who made heaven and earth.  
He will not let your foot be moved; 
   he who keeps you will not slumber.  
He who keeps Israel 
   will neither slumber nor sleep.  
The Lord is your keeper; 
   the Lord is your shade at your right hand.  
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
   nor the moon by night.  
The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
   he will keep your life.  
The Lord will keep 
   your going out and your coming in 
   from this time on and for evermore. 
  
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans [8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39]  
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. 
 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the children of God; Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, 
who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23                 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures: he leads me beside still waters. 
He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil:  
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;   
 you have annointed my head with oil; and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,   
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John [14:1-6] 
People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas 
said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.’  
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Homily                        
 
Apostles Creed (Please stand as you are able.) 
Celebrant:  In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our 
faith and say, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
(Please stand or kneel as you are able.)  
The Prayers of the People 
Leader: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
Leader: Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion 
and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we 
beseech thee, to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and thy 
peace. Amen. 
 
Leader: Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and 
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the 
grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection.  
Amen. 
 
Leader: Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by 
faith, that thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
Amen. 
Leader: Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed 
from all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen. 
 
Leader:  Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, 
casting all their grief on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love. 
Amen. 
 
Leader: Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have 
strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in 
the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen. 
 

Leader: Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have 
our consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, with 
blessed John and all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which thou dost 
promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
 
Offertory Hymn             “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”        Blue Hymnal 376 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.                BCP 333 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People: It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and doth 
comfort us with the blessed hope of everlasting life; for to thy faithful people, O 
Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body doth lie in death, there 
is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. Therefore with Angels 
and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy 
tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross 
for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation, and satisfaction, for the 
sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to 
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly 
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and 
make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now 
offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable 
benefits procured unto us by the same. 
 
 
 


